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The Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans
serves as the central coordinating body for the
Jewish community. Its purpose is to build and

sustain a vibrant Jewish community in the Greater New
Orleans area, and, in accordance with Jewish tradition,
to assure the continuity of the Jewish people in
America, Israel and throughout the Diaspora.

Mission Statement



Dear New Orleans Jewish Community members,

This has been an extraordinary period for all of us. Our Jewish community is well on the road to recovery. The
optimism, resilience and robustness of the Jewish community of New Orleans are inspiring and they have enabled us
to make great strides ahead of the general community in the city.

Most families are back in their homes or in an advanced state of rebuilding. Our synagogues and
agencies are repaired and functioning well. We welcome the two new Rabbis in town, Rabbi Uri
Topolosky of Beth Israel and Rabbi Julie Kozlow of the Northshore Jewish Congregation, as well as
Cantor Billy Tiep of Touro Synagogue.

We owe a debt of gratitude to our brethren, the Jews all across North America. We have been showered with volunteers,
support and contributions from individuals, synagogues, foundations and Federations across the continent. Special thanks and
appreciation must be given to United Jewish Communities together with some of the large Federations, the Goldring Family
Foundation, the Woldenberg Foundation and the Jewish Endowment Foundation of Louisiana who rallied to our cause and provided
umbrella funding for two years to the whole community.  It is this significant financial bridge arranged through the UJC Emergency
Committee chaired by Dr. Carol Smokler that has allowed us breathing space to consider issues of survival, recovery and rebuilding as we
work toward a promising future.   

We have been through the phases of survival and recovery and now have entered the phase of renewal and rebuilding. This long term
phase may take 5-10 years and will require much work and patience to allow us to realize our visions and dreams.

To this end, a year ago we began a strategic planning process under the able chairpersonship of Julie Wise Oreck.  Five active task forces
including over 150 people from across the community gave their time and inspiration.  Even more joined us for a marathon planning day in
March, 2007.  The planning process is now coming to an end and has resulted in more than 50 proposals and recommendations.  Among
those already being implemented is our Newcomers’ Incentive Program designed to attract Jews to New Orleans and assist in their transition.
Other proposals will be taken up by the standing committees of the Federation to be implemented in the coming years.

Meanwhile, we have not ignored our own financial responsibilities. The 2007 Annual Campaign was successful beyond our expectations
and capped at $2.673 million. This amazing response is the result of the fabulous work of the campaign co-chairs, Vivian Cahn and Mike
Wasserman, and to the credit and generosity of everyone who gave and worked in the campaign.  The campaign too has served to underline
the pivotal role of Federation as community leader and convener, and as a lighthouse for the community during times of need. 

Financing the proposals of the strategic plan is a daunting task and beyond the limited resources of the Jewish community of New Orleans
and its generous members. We have therefore, begun to raise funds outside the community and have turned to foundations and other sources
across the country with the help of a grant writer.  

The strategic plan is being aided by the first demographic community survey to be conducted in more than 20 years.  LSU is doing the
main quantitative survey and Tulane is running qualitative focus groups.  We hope to use the survey results to guide decision making
throughout the coming years.  

Marketing, reporting and public relations have always been important locally but now as we recruit and fundraise outside the community,
it is essential to get the right word out across the Jewish world. We have been fortunate in that respect. Global Visions Israel is providing us
with excellent public relations services pro bono. A number of positive stories have appeared prominently in such publications as the LA
Times, Times Picayune, Jerusalem Post, Jewish Telegraphic Agency (JTA), New York Sun, and the Jewish Week.  These have helped to portray
a true and optimistic vision of what is happening here.

While we have been concentrating on our pressing local needs, we have not forgotten our brothers in Israel. We are pleased to report that
the Israel Emergency Campaign raised $365,000 in our community. We, along with our domestic partners in Birmingham, are also taking an
active role in the relationship with our Partnership 2000 community, Rosh Ha'ayin.    

Credit needs to be given to the wonderful volunteers and lay leaders on the Federation's Board of Trustees, committees, task forces,
synagogues and agencies. It is their involvement and leadership that has enabled us to make considerable progress. They have been supported
and aided by a great team of professionals in the community agencies and synagogues, as well as by the devoted and skilled staff of the
Federation.

There is a new spirit in the community. We are smaller, yet stronger, and more united. Attendance at events and services is high; greater
levels of involvement and engagement have been experienced. Cooperation and collaboration have become the buzzwords. Synagogues,
organizations and agencies of different denominations are working together and sharing in ways never envisioned.  With everyone around the
table, it is our challenge and hope that we will continue in this collaborative and united fashion.

May the coming year be one of growth and successful rebuilding.

Allan Bissinger                                                       Michael Weil
President                                                               Executive Director

JEWISH FEDERATIONof Greater New Orleans



On June 30, when the 2007 campaign
closed with $2.673 million in pledges,
chairs Vivian Cahn and Dr. Michael

Wasserman, along with the Board and staff of the
Jewish Federation of Greater New Orleans
Federation were ecstatic, but remained
cautiously optimistic about the future.

"It was a tremendously successful Annual
Campaign for a community with 3500 fewer
residents than in 2005, when the campaign
raised $2.8 million," said Sherri Tarr, Federation
Campaign Director. No campaign was conducted
in 2006 to allow local residents to focus on
rebuilding their homes and businesses. She
added, "Not only did we raise more than we
expected, but we ran a campaign that really
brought the community together, demonstrating
their commitment to rebuild and stay unified."    

We should attribute at least part of our
success in 2007 to the lack of a campaign in
2006, which allowed some people to be more
generous this year. In addition, the New Orleans
community has been kept af loat through funding
from United Jewish Communities (UJC) since the
storm. As of December 31, 2007, that funding
will end. Our community members know that
their donations to the 2007 campaign will be
used to support our community when UJC
funding ends.

"The 2007 Annual Campaign raised sufficient
funds to continue community services," said
Michael Weil, Federation's Executive Director,
"but we will need to raise a lot more money to
fully rebuild the Jewish community and provide
what the local community needs in the long
term."  The 2007 Campaign will help ensure that
communal services in place before the storm are
able to continue while the community 

completes its strategic plan for renewal and

rebuilding. However, it will not cover future

costs and cannot begin to help families who lost

homes, schools that lost classrooms, or

community agencies and synagogues that

suffered property damage.

"We have been able to rebuild and continue

to provide services only because of UJC and

Jews across the United States. They stood by our 

side, donating money and countless volunteer

hours," said Mr. Weil. "We hope their support

continues during the difficult years of continued

rebuilding ahead."

Over 150 community members participated

in the strategic planning process which ran

concurrently with the 2007 Annual Campaign.

To implement the Stategic Plan that is evolving

from that process, we will need to raise close to

$50 million over the next 5-10 years. Raising

these funds will not be easy, but the benefits will

be substantial and a revitalized New Orleans

Jewish Community will emerge stronger and

more resilient than ever.

RECOVERY PROCESS UNDER WAY;
CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT STILL NEEDED

NEW ORLEANS JEWISH COMMUNITYon the road back

"We have been able to
rebuild and continue to
provide services only
because of UJC and Jews
across the United States."



2007 Annual Campaign Cabinet

Vivian Cahn and Michael Wasserman, MD,
Co-Chairs

Alan Franco and Lynne Wasserman,
Vice-Chairs

Cathy Bart
Robert Brickman
Margot Garon
R. Justin Garon
Carol Good
Sandra Heller
William Hess
Babs Isaacson
Tamara Jacobson
Marilyn Kullman
Jonathan Lake
Charles Levy III
Julius Levy, Jr., MD
Dana Shepard
Sylvan Steinberg
Janice Stern
Eileen Wallen
Tom Wolf
Frances Wolff
Renee Zack



$200,000+
The Goldring Family Foundation
The Woldenberg Foundation

$50,000 - $199,999
Marjorie Bissinger
The Cahn Family Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Cathy and Morris Bart
Gerald and Joan Berenson
Sydney and Walda Besthoff Foundation
Harry Blumenthal
Alan and Diane Franco
Harriet and Maurice* Handelman
Jewish Federation of GNO Designated Fund
Lis and Hugo Kahn
Donna and Julius Levy
David Oreck
Julie and Marshall Oreck
William D. and Leslie Rau

$10,000 - $24,999
Darryl and Louellen Berger
Allan and Nancy Bissinger
Harold and Juanita Bohn
Jane Bories
Vivian and Richard Cahn
Marjorie and Scott Cowen
Ann C. Fishman
The Forgotston Philanthropic Foundation
Linda and Richard Friedman
Vivian and Joel Friedman
Margot Garon
Robin Levy and R. Justin Garon
Ana and Juan Gershanik
Dr. Kurt A. Gitter and Alice Yelen
Carol Good
Carole and Marshall I. Gottsegen
Mauriciu Arnold Granet Designated Fund
The Robert and Shirley Haspel Foundation
Susan and William Hess
Scott and Leslie Jacobs
David B. Kaplan
Robert A. Levy and Susan Morris

Peter Mayer Family
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Mintz
Elaine Mintz
Max Nathan
Peter and Barbara Newhouse
Bill and Doris Norman
Toni Oreck
Sarah and Joe Pasternack, Jr.
Serena Pollack
Joyce and Sidney Pulitzer
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Rau
Annette and Jack Rau
Alvin and Madilyn Samuels
I. William Sizeler
Karen and Eddie Soll
Sara Stone
Bernard and Elaine Van Der Linden
Lester and Beverly Wainer
Lynne and Michael Wasserman
Carol B. Wise
Mrs. Frankie S. Wolff
Anonymous (3)

$5,000 - $9,999
Ian Arnof
Carol and Harold Asher
Patricia Latter Barnett
Arlene and Paul Barron
Jack and Clare C. Benjamin, Sr.
Nini and Henry Bodenheimer
Michael S. Fawer
Dora Ferber Fund
Joshua Force
Joanne Fried
Estelle Friedman Gervis Foundation
Cathy and Charles Glaser
Louis A. and Lillian L. Glazer Family

Foundation
Peggy Good
Charlotte Gottesman
Alvin and Theone Halpern
Byrde B. Haspel
Sandy and Edward Heller
Barbara Herman
Russ Herman
Dr. and Mrs. Harris Hyman III
Julius and Babs Isaacson
Mrs. Lawrence Israel
Dorothy S. Jacobs
Marvin L. Jacobs

Stanley Jacobs
Brian and Lisa Katz
Morton and Carole Katz
The Kirschman Health and Education Fund
Betty Kohn
Marilyn Kullman
Marjorie Kullman
Lawrence and Dashka Roth Lehmann
Mrs. Nat Leon
Jon and Jane Leyens
Anne Lowenburg
Nancy and Michael Marsiglia
Peter and Linda Mayer
Tamara Mayer Fund
Sanford L. Pailet, MD
Parkside Foundation
Lou and Carol Rippner
Leon Rittenberg Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Rosenblum
Stephen and Sandra Rosenthal
Madalyn and Robert Schenk
Lee Sear
Dr. Jay M. Shames
Scott E. Silbert
Melba and Moise Steeg
Rodney and Jane Steiner
Janice G. Stern
Dr. Louis H. Stern
Patty and Randy Ungar
Gene L. Usdin
Joel Weinstock
Marie K. Wolf
Anonymous (2)

$2,500 - $4,999
Phyllis and Jack Alltmont
Jack and Jennifer Benjamin, Jr.
Marc Bernstein
Robert and Caroline Brickman
Janice Caplan
Gerald and Judy Cohen
Sam Corenswet, Jr.
Jack and Dotsy Fisher
Robert Force
Tripp and Heidi Friedler
Jeffrey and Debbie Friedman
Deena and Abe Gerber
Marcy and Mike Gertler
Susan and Lou Good 
Bradley and Leslie Gottsegen

Rebuilding under way
2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 7  A N N U A L  R E P O R T

The Annual Campaign is the cornerstone that supports
the building of a vibrant Jewish community in Greater
New Orleans, Israel, and 59 countries around the

world.
Every year, our community-wide campaign raises funds

that help support the vital human services and Jewish
education provided by our local, national, and international
agencies. These funds have a daily impact on the education
of our children, strengthening of family life, providing care
and comfort to our frail elderly, and sustaining our
partnerships here and overseas.

The Board of Trustees of the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Orleans voted to have 90% of the money raised
in the 2007 Annual Campaign remain here locally, and to
have 10% of the money raised be distributed to overseas
causes. In the 2008 Campaign, this division will be 80%
local,20% overseas. In the 2009 Campaign,we will return to
our original 70% local, 30% overseas distribution of funds.
This plan will allow for more of the campaign money to
remain local in order to help our Jewish community recover
from Hurricane Katrina.

It is through the generosity of our Jewish community
that the Federation is able to provide support when needed.
Your time and financial contribution enable us to fulfill the
obligation of tzedakah. Tzedakah means justice,and justice
demands that we as Jews connect with those who are in
need.

*Deceased



JoAnn Flom Greenberg
Albert and Rea Hendler
Mr. and Mrs. Steven J. Jacobson
Jacob and Vicki Karno
Allen and Fleurette Koltun
Larry Kullman
Ruth Kullman
Abe and Jo-Ellyn Kupperman
Stephen and Mara Kupperman
Fran and Jonathan Lake
Barry and Charlotte Leader
Rene Lehmann
Richard B. Levine, MD
Renee and Charles Levy III
Ellen and Stephen Manshel
Bernard and Frances Marcus
Lois Mexic
Richard and Laurie Milani
Andree Moss
Kathy Muslow and Peter Koeppel
Dr. M. Bert Myers
Babette Neuwirth
Thomas Oelsner
Russell S. Palmer
Stuart and Ida I. Phillips
David Radlauer and Julie E. 

Schwartz
Janie and Billy Rippner
Emily Hart Rosen
Marilyn Rosenson
Harold and Ellen Salmon, Jr.
Florence and Richard Schornstein
Nanette and Lester Shapiro
Dana and Louis Shepard
Ivan M. Sherman
Daniel N. Silverman III
Jane Sizeler
Irvin S. Smith
Gregg and Ellen Soll
Shea and Michelle Soll
Maureen Stein
Sylvan J. and Judith B. Steinberg
Jackie and Charles L. Stern, Jr.
Ms. Jon B. Strauss
Dr. Matthew and Sherri Tarr
Nancy and Steve Timm
Uriah Wainer Designated Fund
Michael Weil and Brenda Brasher
Jim Weiss
Robert R. Wolf
Ellen and Marc Yellin

Renee Zack
Marilyn Zackin
Jack S. Zoller, MD
Anonymous (2)

$1,000 - $2,499
A. J. Kastin
Aaron Marcus
Alana Seelig
Albert and Pearl Daube
Allan Berger
Andre and Robbie Rubenstein
Andrew and Joy Braun
Andrew S. Jacobs
Dorlene Alaynick
Michael Allweiss
Stefanie Allweiss
Cary Joseph Amann
Jacqueline and Beryl D. Ames
Tiki and Arthur Axelrod
Ivan and Melissa Bank
Judy Barrasso and Brent Barriere
Mrs. Jaymi Baum
Neil and Linda Baum
Marc Behar
Donna Kay Berger
Bernard H. Berins
Marvin and Marilyn Bernstein
Virginia Besthoff and Nancy 

Aronson
J. Joseph Blotner
Robert Bories
Guy and Kelley Brenner
Tamie and Lee M. Bressler
Dr. Daniel and Melanie Bronfin
Joel Brown
Jane Buchsbaum
Sandra and Alan Burshell
Rabbis Andrew Busch and Debbie

Pine 
Robert and Lorynne Cahn
Morris Campell Designated Fund
Daniel Caplan
Dr. Stuart and Gail Chalew
Dottie and John Clemmer
Ina Davis
Richard Davis
Robert and Ann Eisen
Richard L. Epstein
Jonathan D. Fawer

Leslie Fawer
The Feibelman Family
Arnold and Susan Fielkow
Sylvia and Israel Finger
Debra J. Fischman
Fagey Fischman
Julie Fishelson
Louis Fishman
Jean and Charles Frank, Jr.
Reuben and Marlene Friedman
The Gaba Fund
Vadim and Michele Gelman
Luba Glade
Marcie Goldberg
Myron S. Goldberg
Wendy and Ned Goldberg
Jay and Terri Goldsmith
Sandy and Renee Goldstein
Wendy and Julian Good
Libbye Gordon
Edward and Blayne Gothard
Judge Sol and Jackie Gothard
Robert A. Hammer
J. Jerome and Sharon Hanaw
Fred and Amanda Herman
Jeffrey and Sherre Hirsch
Les and Carol Hirsch
Irwin Isaacson
David Israel
Darleen Jacobs
Terry and Shellie Jacobson
Morris and Ann Kahn
Jacob Kansas
Lee Kansas
David Kanter
Patsy Kanter
Mark and Susan Kappelman
Betsy Kaston
Celia Katz
Richard L. Katz
Hirsh Katzen Advised 

Philanthropic Fund
Jerry and Ann Kimball
Herman and Nancy Kohlmeyer
Ira M. Kohn
Rene and Janet Koppel
Janette Kornman
Kevin Krane
Paul I. Kullman
Frederick and Ivy Kushner
Mary Latter

Terrence and Andrea Lestelle
Dot and Stan Levin
Louis and Donna Levin
Saundra Levy
Walter E. Levy III
Rabbi Robert and Lynn Loewy
Arthur and Bonnie Lustig
Rose W. Mansberg
Carol and Stanley Marx
Michael and Rae Sara Mayer
Toby and Joel Mendler
Carl and Shirley Merlin
James Meyer
Mrs. Phillip Meyers
Dorothy Mintz
Mitchell and Christie Mintz
Don and Carol Morris
Ted and Leann Moses
Joel Myers
Richard and Carole Neff
The William D. Norman Family 

Fund
Irving Novick
Rickie and Gordon Nutik
Randy and Kathleen Opotowsky
Richard and Suzette Perles
Randal and Gale Pick
Thaia Pick
Arthur C. Pulitzer
Jules and Diane Puschett
Efrain and Ilana Reisin
Edward Rosen*
Ruth Rosenthal
David and Niki Rubenstein
Jennifer and Will Samuels
Claude and Mimi Schlesinger
William Schwartz
David H. Seelig
Ralph and Shirley Seelig
Ralph and Lois Shepard
Rob Shepard
Karen Sher
Leopold Z. Sher
Michael Shore
Julie Silbert
Jeffrey Singer
Mark and Bryna Singerman
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. 

Sontheimer
Peter Sperling
Bruce Spizer

Jean Spizer
Jackie Stern
Michael L. Stern
Lois Sutton
Dr. L. Abraham Szyller
Henry Threefoot
Hilton Title
Stanley and Roselle Ungar
Steven and Melanee Usdin
Thomas and Sarah Usdin
Susan Vogel
Bruce Wainer
Harold Wainer
Eileen Wallen
Janet K. Wallfisch
Ralph and Sonia Washofsky
Liselotte L. Weil
Walter and Martha Weil
Marjorie and Roy Weiner
Mrs. Ruth R. Weisler
Sander and Linda Wiener
Betty Wisdom
Marcel and Elizabeth Wisznia
Thomas M. Wolf
Dr. and Mrs. Steven D. Yellin
Edward and Veronica Young
Charles D. Zucker
Anonymous (10)

$500 - $999
William and Madonna Abroms
Kenneth and Bebe Adatto
James and Sabina Altman
Aimee Bain
Steven Bain
Albert Barrocas
Cary and Tricia M. Becker
Mrs. Bernard J. Bennett
Kenneth J. Berke
Marlene Berke
Leona Bersadsky
Kenneth and Sue Rae Brown 

Bishop
Michael Botnick
Brian and Carolyn Bromberger
Fred Bronfin
Michael R. Brown
Jay and Jane Buckman
Maurice L. Burk
Mindy Caplan

*Deceased



Cathy Ellen Chessin
Charles and Natalie Cohen
Dr. and Mrs. Isidore Cohn, Jr.
David and Sue Daube
Michael and Karen Davidson
Philip Deutch
Jules Deutsch and Cynthia Frank 
Inge Elsas
Kyna Epstein
Gene and Linda Fendler
Bertha Paglin Ferman
Dr. Nathan and Leslie Fischman
Dale Fleishmann
Ruth Force
J. David Forsyth
Frank and Pam Friedler
Joseph and Joan Friend II
Bruce Gandle
Ellen Gandle
Adrien Genet
Errol Genet
Dr. Lisa Germain and Bennett 

Koren
Judge Robin and Joe Giarrusso
Bella Goldman
Rabbi David Goldstein
Mrs. Linda Green
Marilyn Green
Matthew and Ashley Greenbaum
Ann P. Harris

Ellen Harrison
John Haspel
Michael and Lisa Herman
Sheldon and Irene Hersh
Amy Hirsch
Blaine Hoppe
Heidi Hoppe
Jack A. Hudson
Jeffrey and Andrea Huseman
Julanne R. Isaacson
Jill Israel
Dr. Ben and Augusta Jacobs
Shellie Jacobson
Catherine Kahn
Allan L. Katz
Beverly Katz
Charel W. Katz
Miriam P. Katz
David and Geneva Kerstein
Ellen Kessler
Stanley C. Kessler
Burton and Bluma Klein
Joseph and Marilyn Kline
Janet Krane
Richard and Harriet Kugler
David and Carole Kushner
Miriam Latter
Dr. Alan Levin
Arnold and Maline Levy
Laura Levy

Glenn and Judy Lieberman
Reva E. Lupin
Etta Lurie
Charles and Gilian Marks
Gulnare Marks
Lore Mendler
Sandra Chass Morris
Nancy and Hartwig Moss III
Leon and Ava Nowalsky
Marilynn Oelsner
Jay and Janice Oppenheim
Leon and Debbie Pesses
Paula and Joel Picker
Andrew Podolnick
Ronald and Diane Rabin
F. Regenstein
Dr. and Mrs. Greg A. Rich
Steven M. Rittvo
Letty Rosenfeld
Dr. J. William Rosenthal*
Lee and Susan Scharff
Reda and Charles Scher
Diane Schleifstein
Michael R. and Jill T. Schneider
Calvin D. Schram
Elaine Schwartz
Mr. Hal M. Shepard
Mrs. Kathy Shepard
Stanley and Leona Shlosman
Jackie C. Silverman
Frances Singerman
Charles and Lynn Smith
Maurice and Lynne Stern
Ted and Susan Sternberg
Leonard and Leah Stone
Dr. Meyer Sutton
Priscilla Sutton
Bobette R. Szyller
Laura Tankel
Dr. and Mrs. Hyman C. Tolmas
Jeanie Tolmas
Anne G. Uhry
Dr. Tere Vives
Roswell J. Weil
Toni Weiss
David and Nancy Willis
John H. Wittenberg
Jerry and Lynn Zakem
Joan Zaslow
Lanny R. Zatzkis
Anonymous (9)

$250 - $499
Florence L. Adler
Keith and Stephanie Adler
Samuel Alcus III
Lazelle Alexander
Dale Aronson
Ellen Balkin
Mark Balkin
Arnold J. Bennett

Mat Berenson
Jane Berins
Clara Jean Berry
Steven and Linda Bingler
Stanley and Caron Bleich
Robert Boggio, Sr.
Barbara Bresler
Debra Bresler
Mr. Philip Brickman
Donna Brown
Howard Brown
Perry and Marilyn Brown
Morris and Ann Burka
Dr. and Mrs. Ernest Cohen
Jeanie Cohen
Dr. Joseph Cohen
Theodora Sternberg Cohen
Rabbi Edward and Andrea Cohn
Cantor Joel and Jackie Colman
Sidney A. Cotlar
Michael B. Daul, Jr.
Steve and Stacy Deitelzweig
Carol Dienes
Rachel Edelman
Warren Edelman
Mose and Joyce Ellis
Arleen and Martin Falchook
Dan and Marcia Fertel
Marc and Susan Friedman
Harley and Susan Ginsberg
Mrs. Marion M. Giuffria
Louis and Janie Glade
Thomas P. Godchaux
Irving and Joyce Goldstein
Warren A. Goldstein
Drs. Jeffrey and Linda Green
Barbara and Mark Greenberg
George and Karen Greenberg
Mrs. Shea Halle
Diane Hammer
Julie and Seth Harris
Steven Harris
Amy Gainsburgh Haspel
Marc and Esther Hendler
Samuel Hillson
Arnold and Rosanne Hirsch
Kenneth and Monica Hoffman
Coley Holmes
Jonathan and Teri Hunter
Sharon Jacobs
Mr. Steven A. Jacobson
Felicia Kahn
Rodger and Moira Kamenetz
Susan Kantrow
Geoffrey and Sandy Katz
Irving and Susan Koch
Jane Newman Kohlmann
Keith and Janice Kornman
Jacob Kottle
Alan Kronenberg
Drs. Frannie R. Kronenberg and 

Edward S. Peters
Judith Lafitte and Thomas P. 

Lowenburg
Betty Lazarus
Harry Lazarus
Mrs. Cesil Levin
Marilyn Levin
Stephen D. Levine
Sam and Gert Levitan
Frank and Coya Levy
Harvey J. Lewis
Ann L. Leyens
Claire Lovett
Joshua and Melissa Lowentritt
Gerald and Renee Melchiode
B. David Meltzer
John Meltzer
Pearl Meltzer
Herbert and Faye Miller
Dr. Jane and Bruce Miller
Keith and Charlotte Miller
Harry and Marion Mohre
Shirley G. Nowalsky
Audrey Oppenheim
Bernard Oppenheim*
Larry Orlansky
Naomi Orlansky
Barbara Pailet
David G. Perlis
Jane Phillips
Andrew Polmer
Stanley and Maxine Pulitzer
Larry and Ann Rabin
Ann Rabinovitz
Samuel E. Rabinovitz
Susan Reaves
Gary Remer
Leon and Heather Rittenberg III
Harry Rosenberg
Gertrude Rosenblat
Howard W. Rosenblum
Beth Rosenthal
Dan S. Scharff, Jr.
Flo Scharff, Jr.
Coleman Schneider
Saul and Jennie Schneider
Norberto and Liliana Schor
Donald A. Schwarcz
David R. Schwarz
John and  Ellen Rae Shalett
Gary B. Silbert
Nancy Silbert
Irl and Phyllis Silverstein
Eric E. Simon
Eric and Dianne Solsky
William L. Springer
Rachelle and Terry Stein
Lynny F. Steiner
Jack H. Stocker
Ann Streiffer
Richard H. Streiffer

Lion of Judah
Endowment

The Lion of Judah Endowment is an endowment
component of the Lion of Judah Major Gifts program. 

A LOJE is created by establishing a fund of
$100,000 or more in the donor’s name, ensuring the
perpetuation of a donor’s Lion of Judah level annual
campaign gift. 

LOJE is a powerful statement of a donor’s
commitment to tzedakah, providing a legacy for
herself, her family and her community. Establishing a
LOJE allows women the opportunity to endow their gifts
in perpetuity.   We gratefully acknowledge the women
who have made this commitment here in New Orleans:

Joan Berenson
Marjorie Bissinger
Dora Ferber*
Ann C. Fishman
Margot Garon
Carol Grant
Byrde Haspel
Lisa Heller
Lis Kahn
Anne Lowenburg

Tamara Mayer*
Lois Mexic
Julie Grant Meyer
Julie Wise Oreck
Patty Ungar
Beverly Wainer
Linda Wiener
Carol Wise
Frankie Wolff

*Deceased

*Deceased



Lee and Ellen Sucherman
Joseph M. Sutton
Dr. and Mrs. Louis Trachtman
Karen and Lance Turkish
Celia Vine
Donald and Betty Jean Weil
John M. Weil
Dr. and Mrs. Nathan S. Wexler
Judge Jerome and Isabel 

Winsberg
Bluma F. Wolfson
Dr. Neil and Sharon Wolfson
Scott R. Zander
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Zurik
Anonymous (9)

$100 - $249
Diane K. Africk, MD
Daniel B. Alexander
Rosalyn and George Allison
Norine Alltmont
Ivan Altman
Adolph and Ruth Asher
Theodore and Suzanne Baer II
Richard Balser
Hertha Bart
Angela Beerman
Barbara Beerman
Stephen Beiser
Peggy Bennett
Michael Berenson
Kolmon and Holli Berger
Rachel Magnus Bergman
Howard and Carmela Berins
Benay Bernstein
Joe and Joan Biderman
Harry and Annarose Blutig
Gilbert and Jody Braunig
Gary and Phyllis Breaux
Milton E. Brener
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Brenner
Barri Bronston
Adam Bronstone
Judith Brown
Richard Buchsbaum
Donald Bunin
Martin S. and Donna Buring
Jeannine Burk
Aden Andrew Burka
Catherine Burka
Dr. Reece and Julia Burka
Herbert Burstein
Cory and Sarah Cahn
Ronald and Sandra Cameron
Russell Carll
Talia Chalew
Paul and Barbara Chirlian
Alan and Holly Cohen
Gayle Cohen
Jacob J. Cohen

Marilyn B. Cohen
Phyllis Cohen
Dr. William Cohen
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Corenswet
Laurence M. Cortez
Diane Cotlar
Mr. and Mrs. Edward I. Davis
Milly and George Denegre
Ed and Theresa Dennis
Leah Deutch
Roberta Deutch
Joel and Lisa Devine
Alan Diamond
Laurie Diamond
Michael and Tracey Dodd
Janice M. Lucas Drell
Martin J. Drell
Gabrielle Drucker
Josh Drucker
Harris and Rosalie Dulitz
Brad Edelman
Gary and Laura Epstein
Lois Falk
Michael and Debra Fein
Michael and Mindy Ferrand
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Fertel
Leron and Julie Finger
Bruce and Susan Fisch
Michal Fishman
Stephen and Rhonda 
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Marian Fliegel
Rosemary Katz Fortmayer
Guy and Nancy Fournier
Howard and Sheila Freedman
Norma L. Freiberg
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Herman and Paulette 
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David Fried III
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Gail and Arnie Gelfand
Arnold Gerall
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Tim and Sheila Gold
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Corey Goldman
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Ruhama Dankner Goldman
Peggy Usner and Mark 

Goldstein
Bob and Orit Goldwasser
Henry Granet
Dianne Green
Linda Greenbaum

Mark Greenbaum
Julie Greenberg
Cynthia and Hank Greenwald
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Rick and Diane Guevara
Nancy P. Guidry
Joseph Gurievsky
Michael and Irene Gurievsky
Elaine Haas
Julius and Barbara Haberman
John and Felice Harlow
Sol and Lois Heiman
Paul Rogers and Carey 

Herman
Harriet Hillson
Jeff and Julie Hoffman
Joan Hyman
Morris H. Hyman
Lee Isaacson
Elise Jacobs
Bernard and Barbara B. 

Jeskin
Dr. Marc and Chris Kahn
Vicki Kaplan
Lisa and Richard Karlin
Alain Karmona
Jonathan and Meggie Katz
Keith Katz
Yakir Katz
Katherine Kay
Anne Zoller Kiefer
Scott and Geri Kisner
Mary Kohlmann
Michael and Barbara Kolinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Koock
Julie Koppman
Judith J. Kossover
Melvyn F. Kossover
Harry Kovner
Jay and Mildred Krieger
Susan Krinsky
Kay Kronenberg
Edward Kurtz
Maureen Kurtz
Robert and Debbie Lacombe
Carol and Joseph Lange
Wayne and Nancy Lassen
Steven Latter
Leo and Michele Laventhal
Gary Lazarus
Suzy Lazarus
Sam and Gila Lehrer
Pam Lenoir
Robert Levenstein
Sheri H. Levine
Beverly Levy
Donald I. Levy
Mr. and Mrs. Gus D. Levy
Nathan Lew
Paul and Sue Lewis
Rabbis Theodore and Miriam 

Lichtenfeld
Barbara Lincove
Robert and DeeGee Liniado
Nancy Litwin
Sharon Litwin
Michael and Susan Londe
John and Maurya Lovett
Joseph and Ruth Markley
Maury and F. A. Midlo
William L. Mimeles
Frank Montalbano
Howard and Jennifer Moses
Stephen and Dee Moses
Claire H. Moses
Betty Moss
Edward and Gwenn Nachman
Marilyn L. Neumann
Dale and Carol Newman
Peter E. Newman
Joel and Phyllis Nitzkin
Sarah Pailet
Ms. Rochelle Pearl
Morris and Anne B. Phillips
Pasko and Marsha Piacin
Marcy Pick
Sara Pick
Lynn Plotkin
Judge Steven R. Plotkin
Sidney C. "Copey" Pulitzer, Jr.
Dennis Ranson
Dr. Leon and Georga Reiss
Karen Weissbecker Remer
Dr. Regina Meadows and 

Harvey Rifkin
Margaret Roberie
Lillian Rodos
Doris Rosen
Howard and Doris Rosen
Esther Rosenberg
Candice Rosenblum
Richard Rosenfeld
Jennie Rosenzweig
Aline Rothschild
Efraim and Debbie Rothschild
Josh Rubenstein
Gary Rubins
Yeffet and Susan Saidi
Shirley R. Salem
Robert Salus
Larry and Loel Samuel
Monroe S. Samuels
Judge Carl Sarett
Edith Sarett
Michael Sartisky, Ph.D
Debbie Schlackman
Mark Schleifstein
Lily Schlesinger
Elsa Schneider
Ethel Schnitt
Jane Greenberg Schramel
Carol and Samuel Schudmak, III

Sara Schwarz
Dr. and Mrs. Jay M. Shames
Diane Share
Jonnie Share
Dr. and Mrs. Alan E. Sheen
Joseph and Esther Shefsky
Irving and Phyllis Shnaider
Elliot Shushan
Susan Shushan
Douglas and Jocelyn 

Silverstein
Dr. Seth and Sharyn Robbins 

Silverstein
Warren Simmons
Henry and Carolynn Simon
Goldie Singer
Harold Singer
Michael and Courtney Singer
S. Harold Singer
Timothy and Willa Slater
Alan Smason
Annette Smason
Jan Smith
Neil and Jane Soslow
Joy Stahl
Edgar A. Stein
J. Philip Stein
Stacey Stein
Mrs. Sol B. Stern, Jr. 
Rosalie Stern
Sylvia Stern
Margery K. and Charles Stich 

Designated Fund
Leona Stich
David and Judy Stiebel
Kim and Lisa Stolier
Howard B. Strauss
Garland and Elizabeth 

Strother
Kenneth and Ann Thompson III
Sam Threefoot
Mark Harold Townsend
Diane Tygier
Roger A. Tygier
Shelley Tyler and Emmett Kron
Rachel Van Voorhees
Harold and Gail Victor
Heidi and Igor Vizelberg
Joel and Toni Waltzer
Irving and Lynda Warshauer
Arthur and Martie Waterman
Rhoda and Larry Webber
Barbara Weiner
Brian and Brooke Weiss
Louise F. Weiss
David S. Willenzik
Mark and Myra Witten
Mrs. Frankie Wittenberg
Fannie Yokor
Marsha Zander
Lawrence Zaslow
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Janice and Mike Zazulak
Irvin and Kate Zimmerman
Harrel and Betty Zivitz
Anonymous (34)

$1 - $99
Richard L. Abbrecht
Ellen Abrams
Adele Adatto
David Adcock
Susan Adler
Amy Alexander
Rebecca Alexander
Dean Allison
Eric Allison
Phyllis Allison
Carolyn Aronson
Marc Aronson
Brian Bain
Doris Baron
John Baron
Vern and Ellen Baxter
Suzette Toledano Becker
Gertrude Beerman
Joseph Bernstein
Phyllis Bernstein
Brook Bissinger
Randall  Blitz
Michael and Colleen Block
Errol Bloom
Fannette Blum
Flora Singerman Bordelon
Eric and Cathy Botnick
Linda and Bobby Brandt
Florence Braun
Tad and Lainie Breaux
Benjamin W. & Michelle Bronston
Edward Bronston II
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Caponetto
Sandra Carp
Sarah Carp
Mrs. Cory Cashman
Joseph Caspi
James and Rickie Charvat
Anne Chirinos
Ellen Barnett Cleary
Joseph and Marion Cohen
Diane Cohen and Michael 

Nusbaum 
Rose Cohen
Brigette C. Cohn
Roni Eilene Cooper and Aaron 

Cooper-Lob
Harriett Davis Cortez
Mildred and  David Covert
Avrom J. Denn
Cindy Denn
Alan S. Deshazo
Sharon Deshazo
Walter and Lisa Diamond
Louis and Lillian Siegel Duhoff
Samuel B. Edelman
Sylvia B. Emerman
Shellye Farber

Dr. and Mrs. Donald Faust
Myrna Fawer
Margaret Feder
Russell and Phyllis Feran
Harry Finkelstein
Mrs. Harry Finkelstein
Diana Fischman
Dot Fisher
Elaine M. Fisher
Gloria S. Fisher
Linda Spiegel Fisher
Gideon Fishman
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel N. Forman
Anona Fosberg
Lewis Frank
Philip and Sue Frank, Jr.
Jack and Susan Fredine
David and Anne Freedman
David Freeman
Gus Freibaum, Jr.
Irma Freibaum
Judy Fried
Asher and Erin Friend
Lou Furman
David Gansar
Stacey and Greg Gansar
Gates of Prayer Religious School
Maurice and Charlotte Gelder
Esteban Gershanik
Frederick Glassman
Elena Glotser
Lev Glotser
Tsipaleia Glotser
Ann Goldblatt
Michael L. Goldblatt
Elizabeth Goldstein
Martin Goldstein
Shannie Goldstein
Renee Good
Doug and Alison Gordon
Gail Greenbaum
Miriam Greenwald
Amanda Gresham
Felix and Zina Gutkovich
Larry and Eileen Hamilton
Nathan Jay and Hallie Morris 

Hankel
Phelan Hawn
Donna Heier
Karen Herman
Stephen J. Herman
Mrs. Ruth Hillard
Sigmund and Kathy Hiller, Jr.
Fred Hirsch
Irene Hirsch
Mrs. Seymour K. Hirsch
Vladimir and Roberta Hirsu
Rae Horton
Bruce and Susan Ingber
Lois R. Jones
Evelyn B. Joseph
Jay and Andrea Joseph
Shonnette Kahn
Mrs. David Kancher
Leonard Kancher
Jerome Kanter
Sandra Kanter

Robert and Maxine Kaplan
Jennie Karn
Andrew and Paige Katz
Ellen Katz
Helen Katz
Myron and Sharon Katz
Bertha Kern
Clifford and Arvilla Kern III
Nathan N. Kern
Ben Khalil
Susan Kierr
Leonard and Celia Kirshner
Ashley Klapper
Mrs. Jeri Klein
Robert Knights
Darryl and Pat Koretzky
Joyce Kraus
Cantor Samuel Krush
Rabbi and Mrs. Jeffrey Kurtz-

Lendner
Tom and Kim Kurzenbaum
Molly Lader
Faye I. Lala
Richard Latner and Patricia 

Reardon
Beulah S. Latter
Mr. and Mrs. Beryl Laufer
Rachel Lazarus
Spencer Lazarus
Gabriela Lehmann
Gerald and Susan Levin
Tsip Levitov
Carol Levy
Frank Levy
Gloria L. Levy
Otto and Lulu Levy
Shirley Levy
Robin Lew
Herbert Lingoni
Ken A. Lobenstein
Chesney Loeb
David Loeb
Melanie Lowther
Todd Lowther
Abe Lubritz
William Lurye
Raisa Lvovich
Pam and Jack Lyles
Dan and Nan MacMaster
Larry Mann
Julie Manshel
Eva Martinez
Mr. and Mrs. Sol Mayer
Flora Mazarsky
Rose P. Mendlinger
Jack and Rachel Merlin
Pamela Metzger
Margaret Meyer
John H. Michell
Betty Moore
Ms. Marian D. Moore
Mary M. Morrill
Ralph Moskowitz
Betsy Mullener
Helena Nathan
Harriet Netto
Judith S. Newman

Roxanne Newman and Robert 
Knights

Esther Nowak
Gerd and Trudy Oppenheim
Alden Oreck
Barbara Orshefsky
Glenn and Bonnie Ostrow
Bertha Levin Pailet
Dan and Susan Pancamo
Mollye B. Penner
Gail Pesses
Marcy L. Planer 
Jason Plotkin and Aliza Herman
Linda Prattini
Leonard Prelutsky
Pauline Prelutsky*
Roman and Rena Pryzak
Alexa Pulitzer
Elliott and Sondra Raisen
David and Fran Regenbogen
Sandy Rhein
Zollie and Verdie Richburg
Bernice Richmond
Rabbi Mendel and Malkie Rivkin
Rabbi Yochanan and Sara Rivkin
Rabbi Zelig and Bluma Rivkin
Charles Rosen II
Frannie Rosenberg
Robert Rosenfield
Mikhail and Ratsa Rosin
Martin and Dale Roth
Linda Rothschild
Sidney F. Rothschild
Mirel Rottersman
Jacques and Barbara Roy
Mark H. Rubenstein
Tracey Rubenstein
Dora Rutman
Michael and Lisa Sackett
Ellen Saltz
Allen Samuels
Lee and Lisa Sands
Jeffrey D. Schaffer
Philip and Lonnie Schaffer
Toby Schaffer
Madeline Scheinuk
Lance and Nancy Schiffman
Judilyn Schneider
Glenn and Esther Schreiber
William and Hella Schulman
Susan Scudder
Eshyah Selig
Beverly Serebro
Amy Berins Shapiro
Mila Sheps
Steve and Susan Shonkoff
Helen Siegel
Lindsay Silver
James R. Silverstein
Judy Steeg Simkin
Holly Simmons
Rebecca Simmons
Barry and Susan Simon
Sue Singer
Shirley Slater
Jeffrey Smith
Sidney Smith

Annie Sobel 
Jules Sobel
Helen Zerlin Sperling
Barbara Spiegel
Robin Meryl Desman Spindt
Lillian S. Stein
Sandra Stein
Robin Stewart
Helen Stone
Herbert and Jeanette Stone
Nicole Stone
Sandi Stone
Eva Stricks
Jared Sweatman
Rene Szyller
Lisa Tabb
Joshua B. Tarr B’nai Maimonides

Fund
Sue Tart
Charles and Laura Thames
Patricia Thevenot
Max Tobias, Jr.
Roberta Torman
Nadine Tosk and Harvey Schmidt
Anthony and Annette Valence
Louis and Theone Velez
Brenda Vorhoff
Dana Wallen
Anita Warshauer
Martin and Diana Wasserman
Mrs. Martin S. Watsky
Carol Weaver
Sylvia S. Weiner
Alan Weinstein
Maurice Weinstein
Jason and Christine Baer White
Maxine Wilenzick
Mr. George Wolf
David Wurtzel
Isadore Yager
Mrs. Isadore Yager
Bryna Yellin
Dean and Darlene Yellin
Mrs. Albert Yuspeh
Roberta Yuspeh
Max and Selma Zander
Louis and Betty Zelman
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Zoller
Melanie Zurik
Sam and Jennifer Zurik III
Samuel Zurik, Jr.
Anonymous (27)

All lists are as of August 1, 2007.

We apologize for any omission

or errors. 

This list represents pledges

from individuals, foundations

and businesses, as well as

declarations of intent to

contribute from donor advised

funds and foundations.
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Partnership 2000 Summary
Partnership 2000 (P2K) is a joint United Jewish

Communities, United Israel Appeal and Jewish Agency
initiative that connects Jewish communities from across
the world to a community in Israel through a sister-city
relationship. P2K is a structured shared committee
process that examines issues to determine projects for
the mutual benefit of the partners. Along with
Birmingham, Alabama, New Orleans is matched with the
Israeli city of Rosh Ha'ayin and is one of 550
communities in 45 partnerships.

In October, 2006, the joint steering committee of
our partnership met in Mississippi, and again in June,
2007, in Israel to discuss existing and new programs
with the Birmingham and Rosh Ha'ayin delegations.
Four educators from each of our partners met in Rosh
Ha'ayin to develop a universal curriculum for
connecting their classes and teaching diversity in the
classroom.  A return visit by the Israeli educators will
take place in Fall 2007. 

Several opportunities are planned for international
travel by Israeli students.  Two teenage athletes from
Rosh Ha'ayin joined the New Orleans Maccabi team to
compete in Houston this past summer.   Plans are being
formulated for the Rosh Ha'ayin girls vocal ensemble,
which has performed in cities across Israel, to come to

Birmingham and
New Orleans to
perform during
the "Israel at 60"
celebrations dur-
ing the coming
year. 

P2K promotes excellence in education through
numerous programs such as its Student Leadership
Program, an English Learning Center, and the newly
created Jewish Lens Program.  Through the Jewish Lens
Program,  religious school students in New Orleans,
Birmingham and Rosh Ha'ayin will examine themselves
by taking photographs of things which are dear to them.
These photographs will be shared with religious school
children of the corresponding grade in the sister city.  As
students learn about what is distinctly associated with
the other community, they will also see the similarities
among Jewish communities that transcend geographic
barriers.     

The partnership between New Orleans,
Birmingham and Rosh Ha’ayin has made great strides
this year and shows promise of bringing many more
interesting joint projects to all three communities in the
years ahead.

Israel
Emergency
Campaign 
Chaired by Morris Bart III, the
Israel Emergency Campaign
raised $364,646.95 from 222
donors.  The Campaign ran from
August through December,
2006. The Campaign raised
funds for Northern Israel which
had been under attack and
suffered damage from
thousands of rockets.  The north
found itself in ruins, many of its
people displaced, and its social
services network damaged.  Just
as Jews across the world,
including Israelis, donated
millions of dollars for Katrina
relief to New Orleans and the
Gulf Coast, it was time for us to
give back and our community
generously responded.

Partnership 2000
Steering Committee

Richard Cahn, Co-Chair
Ann Kimball, Co-Chair

Einav Avidan
Cathy Bart
Allan Bissinger
Ann Harris
William Hess 
David Kaplan, MD
Bonnie Lustig
Buddy Noel
Julie Wise Oreck
Will Samuels
Roselle Ungar
Michael Wasserman, MD
Michael Weil

For the first summer in many
years, New Orleans sent a large
group of young people on summer
programs in Israel.   Twenty-two
Jewish youth from the New Orleans
area  connected with their Jewish
peers by joining groups headed to
the Jewish homeland.  All the
travelers used their Edie and Paul
Rosenblum Gift of Israel Accounts,
which are subsidized by up to
$2,000 by the Jewish Federation of
Greater New Orleans and up to
$400 by synagogue matching
funds.  

• Thirteen students joined North 
American Federation of 
Temple Youth (NFTY) trips. 
NFTY is an affiliate of the 
Union for Reform Judaism.  

• Four visited Israel on a Young 
Judaea trip. Young Judaea is 
the Zionist Youth Movement 
sponsored by Hadassah which 
accepts members from diverse
religious backgrounds.  

• Two participated through 
Young Judaea's Amirim 
program.  This program  
places college students and 
young professionals as 
volunteers in Israeli towns.

• Two young New Orleanians 
traveled to Israel on a Ramah 
program. Ramah is the 
camping arm of the 
Conservative movement.

• One student attended a 
National Conference of 
Synagogue Youth (NCSY) 

Jewish Overseas Leadership 
Training (JOLT) Program.  
NCSY is affiliated with the 
Orthodox Movement.

The Gift of Israel program is a
unique opportunity for Jewish
children to grow, mature and
establish a strong connection to
the Jewish people.  As a parent of a
16 year old Israel trip participant
put it, "When kids return from an
Israel program, they're different.
They're more centered, as if
they've unearthed a new source of
energy and focus." 

All of these programs allow
young American Jews to forge a
very personal bond with Jewish
history and ancestry, and
accumulate memories to last a
lifetime.

Gift of Israel

Connections with Israel 



From its earliest roots, the New

Orleans Jewish community,

which celebrates its 250th

anniversary this year, has always

been colorful and freewheeling,

reflecting the city in which it lives.

Most of the Jews who settled in

New Orleans soon after the

Louisiana Purchase in 1803 came

from the Alsace region of France;

they were attracted to the city

because most of its residents still

spoke French and followed the

Napoleonic Code, not English

common law.

New Orleans was a frontier town

then that rewarded people who

were not bound by tradition, and

this applied not only to business but

to all areas of life. Because it was a

port city, in which people from many

cultures and countries came to make

their fortune, New Orleans was

probably the most tolerant of any

important American city. In some

ways, New Orleans was a

meritocracy where people were

judged by their business skills and

smarts. For that reason, Jews were

very successful in politics -- Judah

Benjamin, later the Secretary of State

of the Confederacy, was the first

Jewish Senator, and there was a

Jewish lieutenant governor and

attorney general in the 1850’s as

well.

But the early Jewish community

was not known for its religiosity.

Most of the Jews who came here

emigrated alone or with other men.

Once here, many married Catholic

women and raised their children as

Catholics. Here is how a German

Jewish correspondent described

New Orleans after his visit here in

1842 -- "although the political

atmosphere is so liberal that a Jew

could win unanimous election to the

legislature, only four homes kept

Kosher, only two followed the laws

of Shabbas, and two-thirds of the

boys were not circumcised."

The New Orleans Jewish

community would no doubt have

been an interesting relic, doomed by

intermarriage and assimilation, had

not Judah Touro come to town. The

son of the cantor at the oldest

American synagogue in Newport,

Rhode Island, Touro arrived in New

Orleans in 1806 just as the economic

boom was taking off. A shrewd

investor and a skinflint as well, he

soon came to own much of what is

today's downtown. But Judah Touro

attended services at Christ Church

and his closest friends were gentile.

Fortunately, Touro became quite

close to a man named Gerson

Kursheedt, who had a strong Jewish

identity. He convinced Touro to give

money to found a new synagogue,

and that was the start of his Jewish

philanthropy. When Touro died in

1843, his will was so famous that it

was published in the New York

Times. America's first philanthropist,

he gave away the then-astronomical

sum of $483,000 to synagogues,

schools and benevolent societies in

19 cities and even gave money to

Jews in Palestine and China. In New

Orleans, he supported two

synagogues and founded Touro

Infirmary.

Now on a firm financial footing,

the Jewish community grew steadily

but slowly in the second half of the

19th century. The Reform

movement, which had just started in

Germany, took hold and both

original synagogues became Reform.

Circumstances kept the Reform

movement dominant in New

Orleans. In the late 19th century, the

city was rocked both by yellow fever

epidemics and several financial

reversals. As a result, the large-scale

immigration from Eastern Europe of

more traditional Jews bypassed New

Orleans for the most part. And so

what happened in most Jewish

communities--where the large

numbers of Eastern European Jews

dwarfed the existing smaller

community of German Jews--did not

happen in New Orleans. However,

New Orleans has always had srong
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and thriving Conservative and Orthodox Synagogues.

Although the Jewish community has never

represented more than 1% of the metropolitan area

population, it has always played a very important role in

the city. Consider this statistic, which measures their

philanthropic prominence. A full one-third of the

recipients of the Times Picayune Loving Cup, an award

given by the newspaper each year to recognize the

city's most civic-minded citizen,have been Jewish. Jews

founded the art museum;the city park;Newman School,

an academically elite private school; Dillard University,

the first black university; two elite private schools, and

one of the first television stations.

Jews have also played a leading role in the civil

rights movement in New Orleans; the first African

American to speak to an integrated audience, Ralph

Bunche, spoke at a synagogue, and rabbis were fervent

advocates of equal rights.

The tolerance that marked New Orleans as a

frontier town still holds today, and the Jewish

community is held in great respect by their non-Jewish

neighbors. This is what Ben Toledano, who ran

unsuccessfully for mayor in 1971, had to say about the

Jewish community: "In what other city do the men sit

down and plan costumes, themes, color schemes and

plumage [he was referring to Mardi Gras]?  We in New

Orleans do not clutter our minds with information; we

are not an intellectual city. If you would look for

intellectual activity you would have to look for it in the

Jewish community."

In the post-Katrina recovery, the Jewish community

is again leading the way; its strategic planning effort and

initiatives to welcome newcomers were featured

recently in a front-page article in the local newspaper.

No doubt, the Jewish community will continue to play

a major role in New Orleans life in the next 250 years.

S IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE CITY



The Jewish community, led by the Jewish
Federation of Greater New Orleans, has
recently completed a comprehensive

strategic planning process to define its future
goals and the steps needed  to reach those goals.
Among other aspirations, the community seeks
to retain its existing infrastructure and increase
the Jewish population to, at the very least, its pre-
Katrina size.  Strategic planning is an essential
bridge needed to close the gap between where
New Orleans was the day after Hurricane Katrina
and the community's ultimate aspirations and
vision for the future. The Federation formulated
its strategic plan through a high degree of
community involvement, and a highly developed
structure. The process was separated into two
distinct stages: the planning stage and the
implementation stage.

The community has gone through 3 distinct
phases. The initial phase, which extended over
about 3 months, was survival. Assistance during
this phase included the aid of UJC and Jewish
communities across the country. The second
phase is recovery, allowing families, synagogues
and institutions to get back on their feet and
begin functioning again. The recovery phase
should be completed by the end of 2007. The
third phase is long term, including renewal and
rebuilding over the next 5-10 years.

The planning stage began with a thorough
self-examination of the community in the Spring
of 2005. Allan Bissinger, Eric Stillman
(Federation's former Executive Director),
Roselle Ungar, then JFGNO's Assistant Executive
Director, with the facilitation of Michael Novick,
a consultant from the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, established a Recovery
Cabinet of thirty professionals and lay leaders
representing the boards of the synagogues,
Jewish organizations and agencies across the
city. The Recovery Cabinet's mission was to
determine a vision statement for the community.
In October, 2006, the Recovery Cabinet created
the task force process to further explore the
facets of its vision. Five task forces were formed
which included 150 members of the lay and
professional community.  Each task force
addressed issues within one of the following 5
areas:

1. Community and People
2. Geography and Services
3. Finance and Fundraising
4. Agencies and Organizations
5. Public Relations, Marketing and Media

Each task force, together with the Steering
Committee and the professional staff, met
numerous times between October 2006 and June
2007 to develop a list of strategic priorities. 

In March, 2007, the Federation held a
special Community Marathon Planning Event in
order to hear the thoughts and hopes of  the
community at large. As hoped, the Community
Marathon  Planning Event was well attended by
task force members as well as many who had not
been involved in the process prior to the event.
The Marathon familiarized the community with
the strategic planning process and it provided the
planners with needed data concerning the
general perception of the current state of the
community. Following the Community Marathon
Planning Event, a list of core issues was identified
which would be used as strategic impetus.     

The planning process neared completion in
July, 2007 with each task force making its
recommendations for action.  The
implementation phase will act on those
recommendations in the years ahead.
Implementation will begin by folding the task
forces into the Federaion's standing committees.
Those committees address the following four
areas:

• Planning and Allocations
• Education and Culture
• Outreach and Community 

Relations
• Public Relations and 

Communications

It is hoped that the impletmentation phase
will be aided by data collected through a
community demographic survey. The survey,
which was co-sponsored by the Jewish
Endowment Foundation of Louisiana and the
Estelle Friedman Gervis Foundation, is the first
systematic New Orleans Jewish community
demographic survey since 1984. The Community
Demographic Study, along with surveyed focus
groups, is intended to gather quantitative and

qualitative results that are important to the
Jewish community by providing a statistically
reliable, demographic and attitudinal picture of
our local community.  By incorporating the
results of the survey into the implementation
phase of the planning process, the standing
committees will be better equipped to fulfill the
Federation mission to build and sustain a vibrant
Jewish community in the Greater New Orleans area.

The following are some of the
recommendations from each of the task forces.
Some of the proposals will be implemented
immediately, but many will require  substantial
long range planning and even considerable
fundraising in and out of the community before
being realized.

COMMUNITY AND PEOPLE
• Newcomers incentive program
• Newcomers party and welcome package
• Weekend missions to New Orleans
• Business and job networking
• New Orleans Jewish Business Council
• More intensive work with college 

student engagement
• Expanding student internships
• Intermarriage outreach initiative
• Counseling for post Katrina 

trauma
• Focused work with volunteers

GEOGRAPHY AND SERVICES 
• Community Jewish Day School 

tuition assistance
• Effective plan for supplementary 

Jewish education and scholarships
• Modern Orthodox Kollel
• New Hillel building
• Community mikveh
• Satellite services to Northshore 

FUNDRAISING AND FINANCE
• Community grant writer
• Community wide planned giving
• Planned giving by those who have left
• Community fundraiser event
• Involving more local businesses in giving
• Corporate sponsorships

STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESSRevitalizing



• Focused external fundraising 
• Fundraising to sustain agencies 

and synagogues

AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
• Possible collaboration of the 

two Jewish Day Schools
• Collaboration between the 

Reform synagogues' 
programming, Hebrew and 
religious schools, family 
programs

• Collaboration in senior 
services

• Coordinated youth activities
• Unified adult education

• Community-wide events and 
coordination of cultural 
activities

PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING
• New publicity package
• Hiring a public relations 

firm
• Preparing and placing good 

news stories
• Jewish web portal
• New community film
• Press releases   

Task Force #1: 
Population,
Community, and
Demographics

Joan Berenson, Chair 

Benay Bernstein
Allan Bissinger
Brenda Brasher
Sandra Carp
Mary Collins
Jay Corenswet
Inge Elsas
Sylvia Finger
Joshua Force
Diane Franco
Kim Glazer
Carol Good
Nancy Guidry
Babs Isaacson
Jacob Kansas
Brian Katz
Myron Katz
Helen Kohlman
Rabbi Ted Lichtenfeld
Carol Newman
Rita Olmo
Julie Wise Oreck
Barbara Pailet
Debbie Pesses
Serena Pollack
Joyce Pulitzer
Rabbi Yochanan Rivkin
Nathan Rothstein
Charisse Sands
Kathy Shepard
Scott Silbert
Samantha Slovy
Lynne Wasserman
Michael Weil
Rick Weil

Carol Wise
Frankie Wolff
Becky Ziegler

Nancy Fournier,
Facilitator

Mary Lillich, Staff

Task Force #2:
Fund Raising
and Finance

Rickie Nutik, Chair

Allan Bissinger
Ina Davis
Alex Gershanik
Jacqueline Goldberg
Ann Harris
Sandy Heller
Barbara Hyman
Hugo Kahn
Morris Kahn
Ruth Kullman
Steve Lane
Sandy Levy
William D. Norman
Julie Wise Oreck
Michele Stross
Michael Weil

Jules Graham, Staff 

Task Force #3:
Geography and
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THE REALISTIC
VISION

To transform the New
Orleans Jewish community
into the most successful,
vibrant and rich
intermediate size Jewish
community in North
America, attractive to
young Jewish families. 



RECOVERY

E
choing the slogan of the Zionist pioneers who created the State

of Israel -- "Livnot v'lehibanot," to build and to be built, Jewish

volunteers from across the country, both young and old, both

students and professionals not just helped transform New Orleans, but

also transformed themselves.

Filling the vacuum left by government agencies, Jewish synagogues,

Hillel groups, high-school classes, and families gutted houses, built

playgrounds, cleaned yards, and distributed food to the hungry in flood-

ravaged neighborhoods. An estimated 1,000 Jewish volunteers and an

additional 1,500 college students from Hillels across the country helped

rebuild New Orleans in the past year.

In addition, several national Jewish organizations, including the

Jewish Community Center Association, B'nai B'rith International, the

Association of Jewish Aging Professionals, and Jewish Funds for Justice

held their meetings in New Orleans as signs of support for the city.

But the real story was the impact that helping others, on a one-to-

one basis, had on both the volunteers and on New Orleanians in need.

The experience of the Krivitzky family of New Jersey -- Jerry and Trudi

and their children, Stephanie and Aaron -- as they chose to spend the

winter holidays rebuilding a damaged home as part of the Reform

Mitzvah Corps was typical of countless volunteers. "There are only so

many beaches and piña coladas you can take," said Jerry, who described

himself as a "recovering lawyer."  Turning serious, he explained why the

family chose to spend its vacation putting up sheetrock and installing

flooring: "Because we can.And because we can, we should."

In those few words, he offered an eloquent explanation of what

tikkun olam is all about!

Members of the United Jewish
Communities Young Leadership
Cabinet from New Orleans
Joshua Force
David Kaplan, MD
Brian Katz
Serena Pollack

2004-2007 Lemann-Stern
Young Leadership Class
Susan Fielkow
Gary Lazarus
Suzy Lazarus
Laura Tankel
Jenny Zurik
Lee Zurik

Advisors:
Hugo Kahn
Kevin Krane
Nancy Timm

Young Adult Division
Chair: Joshua Force

Steering Committee:
Jody Portnoff Braunig
Robert Brickman
Tamara Jacobson
Brian Katz
Lisa Katz
Gary Lazarus
Suzy Lazarus
Serena Pollack
Amy Berins Shapiro

Melton Advisory Committee
Julie Wise Oreck, Chair
Joan Berenson
Margot Garon
Marcus & Rachelle Hirsch 
Harvey & Paula Hoffman 
Hugo & Lis Kahn
Karen Remer
Frankie Wolff

Help from our Extended F



In the wake of Hurricane Katrina,

the population of New Orleans

was spread across the United

States. Many of the Federation staff

found themselves in Houston where,

with the aid of the Houston

Federation, they began the recovery

task of pulling our community back

together. Only days after the storm

representatives from United Jewish Communities

(UJC) went to Baton Rouge to assess the situation.

Their report to UJC precipitated a visit later that week

from Howard Feinberg. Thus began the flow of

support from around the country that was organized

and administered by UJC, ensuring that a generous

network of help reached those in need, saving lives,

and rebuilding and strengthening our community.

UJC raised $28,000,000 in the Jewish and general

communities. Unlike the response of many state and

federal agencies, the UJC money was provided for

Hurricane Katrina relief where needed, quickly and

efficiently. Within a matter of days, UJC dollars made

possible the provision of emergency aid and shelter,

food and counseling for our community. A grant of

$1,500,000 administered by Jewish Family Service

provided immediate direct needs-based assistance.

(grants of $700 per individual). Over $10,000,000

flowed through the New Orleans Federation to ensure 

the survival and stabilization of 19 organizations and

synagogues over a 2 year period. A $1,000,000 grant

was

provided almost immediately

after the storm to set up and administer the Jewish

Community Partnership between New Orleans and

Baton Rouge. A total of over $13,500,000 was

generously provided by UJC and other Federations,

and another $2,500,000 was given by the Goldring

Family Foundation,Woldenberg Foundation and Jewish

Endowment Foundation in direct aid to the New

Orleans Jewish community. Other groups such as the

Association of Jewish Family and Children’s Agencies

(AJFCA), the national Jewish Community Centers

Association (JCCA), the Jewish Funds for Justice,

Nechama, and the national religious movements

contributed additional funding.

These funds were administered by the Jewish

Federation of Greater New Orleans through a process

that included all agencies, organizations and

synagogues. The spirit of cooperation and community

was experienced throughout this process, and has set

the tone for future collaboration.

d d Family
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Reflecting New Orleans, in which
Creoles and Cajuns,black and white,mix
together to create a rich culture of music
and food, the Jewish community is a
gumbo, in which many different flavors
blend together to create a whole much
greater than the sum of its parts.

Since Katrina, although those parts
have grown smaller by about a third, the
resulting whole is much stronger as
members of the Jewish community have
come together even more closely than
before. The gumbo is more flavorful
than ever!

Its diverse ingredients of Jews
ranging from Chabad to the unaffiliated
belonging to four Reform, one
Conservative, two Orthodox, and two
Chabad synagogues mix well. Beth
Israel, the flooded Modern Orthodox
synagogue, now davens weekly in the
chapel of the Reform Congregation
Gates of Prayer. The rabbis across the
spectrum work closely together on
community-wide programs; as one
example, a Conservative, Reform,
Modern Orthodox, and Chabad
synagogue co-sponsored a scholar-in-
residence weekend last spring featuring
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin. Members of
every synagogue, as well as unaffiliated
Jews (a minority in New Orleans), sit on
the Federation board as well.

Though every synagogue has lost
members who have become part of the
New Orleans Diaspora, synagogue
attendance remains strong. Living with
the knowledge that one's entire world
can be turned upside down in a day
makes religion so much more important.
Coming together with friends who have
experienced the same losses has more
meaning, and praying in a synagogue
that you helped play a part in reopening
is just so sweet.

A spirit of cooperation and cohesion
informs the work of the communal
agencies as well. Hillel, the Jewish
Community Center, and Jewish Family

Service collaborate on community-wide
programs, and all are deeply involved in
the recovery effort, as is the Jewish
Endowment Foundation.

In many ways the Jewish
community is infused with the
ambience and culture of New Orleans.

New Orleanians value religion and
religious expression and are quick to
give respect to all those for whom
religion is important. The Jewish and
Christian faith communities work
closely on many civic issues, Loyola
University co-sponsors a large interfaith
seder, and many church groups learn
more about Israel by viewing the room-
sized land map of the Jewish state that is
owned by the Federation.

Over the past decade the Jewish
community has itself become more
committed to Jewish observance and
study.

Reflecting national trends, the New
Orleans Reform temples have
incorporated more Hebrew and rituals
into their worship services, and every
synagogue has a full program of adult
Jewish education. The Federation
sponsors the New Orleans Jewish Day
School and the Florence Melton Adult
Mini-School, from which 14 people

graduated this June.
In another convergence of the

Jewish community and New Orleans
culture, Mardi Gras is not just for
Catholics anymore.

Few people outside New Orleans
know about the intertwining of Mardi
Gras with high society. Debutantes serve
as the queens of the parades, subdebs
serve as their maids, and 10-year-old
boys bedecked in tights and wigs are
pages.

So, although the first King of
Carnival in the 1870s was Jewish, until
recently Mardi Gras krewes, which stage
each parade, were closed to Jews. Now
many Jewish professionals and business
people are krewe members, throwing
tchotchkes to cheering throngs.

AFFILIATED AGENCY:
Jewish Endowment 

Foundation

CONSTITUENT AGENCIES:
Hillel Foundation of 

New Orleans
Jewish Community Center-

Uptown and Metairie
Jewish Family Service
New Orleans Jewish Day 

School

BENEFICIARY AGENCIES:
Anti-Defamation League
birthright israel
Jewish Children's Regional

Service
Torah Academy
Touro Infirmary
WillowWood at 

Woldenberg Village

SYNAGOGUES:
Anshe Sfard
Congregation Beth Israel
Chabad Center-Uptown 

and Metairie
Congregation Gates of 

Prayer
Northshore Jewish 

Congregation
Shir Chadash Conservative

Congregation
Temple Sinai
Touro Synagogue

Agencies and Synagogues

New Orleans Agencies
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There are even two Jewish krewes who march or
rather horah through the French Quarter to kick off the
Mardi Gras season, flaunting refined sensitivities of Jew
and non-Jew alike.These Krewes have a more serious side
as well. Many of their members, who are a bit quirky and
offbeat, are not affiliated with the Jewish community, and
the Krewes serve as their avenue into the community,
sponsoring holiday celebrations and Shabbat dinners
throughout the year.

In one important way, the Jewish community is an
anomaly in New Orleans. While New Orleans sometimes
seems more like a Caribbean island than an American city
focused more on partying than on work and certainly not
a slave to efficiency, the Jewish community is quite well
organized. For a community of its size there are a plethora of
organizations, and they go about their business in a
decidedly professional way.

Nowhere was this clearer than in the two years since
Katrina, when the Jewish recovery effort was a model for
the city in its efficient use of resources and ability to get
things done.

A theologian once defined spirituality as living in the
more. Given that, living in New Orleans today is a very
spiritual experience. Fixing up your home, helping others
salvage their belongings, eating out in a restaurant, even
buying tchotchkes in the French Market all that makes a
difference. Dozens of idealistic young Jews are flocking to
New Orleans to make that difference, enlivening the
Jewish community in the process.

That feeling of living for something bigger than
yourself is a heady one.
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